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Summary 

Creek Road has experienced damage from erosion and flooding along Otter Creek.  This 

problem has gotten worse in recent years and has become progressively more expensive to 

repair, prompting the Town of Middlebury to consider what alternatives are available for a long-

term solution to this issue.  The Town has recently made improvements to the roadway to allow 

it to be reopened to through traffic after a multiple year closure, however, it is realistic to 

anticipate these repairs are only temporary and future damage is inevitable.  Based upon 

engineering evaluations completed to date, a long-term solution is likely to be very expensive 

and difficult to implement. 

 

The affected portion of Creek Road provides access to two residences and a number of 

agricultural fields.  When completely open, it provides north/south access, although, it is more 

of a “scenic drive” than a “commuter route” due to its length, circuitous route, and gravel 

surface.  Its very low vehicular volume and views of Otter Creek make it a popular path for 

pedestrians and bicyclist. 

 

While its current condition allows for vehicular travel, some areas have been reduced to a single 

lane.  Ongoing erosion and flooding could necessitate either costly repairs or closure.  In 

anticipation of repair and maintenance cost ultimately exceeding the budgetary capacity of the 

Town, a plan should be put in place for the reclassification of the roadway from Class III to Class 

IV from south of Bingham’s drive to the intersection with Three Mile Bridge Road.  Planning 

would include provisions for alternative access to the Perrin’s residence and accommodations 

for impacts to access to abutting agricultural properties.  In the eventuality of reclassification, 

consideration should be given to alternative use of the right-of-way for pedestrians/bicyclists 

including road cul-de-sacs, and parking. 

 

In anticipation of this eventuality, the following Course of Action is proposed: 

 

Course of Action 

1. Perform regular annual road maintenance to provide for safe vehicular thru traffic and 

monitor erosion. 

2. Negotiate Private Drive with Perrin 

3. Negotiate Access Needs and Impacts to Nops and Goodrich agricultural parcels. 

4. In the event of Road damage in excess of predetermined maximum expenditure, 

proceed with the reclassification of the roadway from Three Mile Bridge to Binghams, 

complete negotiations with land owners, and construct necessary improvements. 
 



NEXT STEPS 

 

1. Traffic Counts – Complete automated traffic counts (ACRP) to determine volume of 

through traffic and estimate recreational use. 

2. Enact Class 4 Road Policy 

3. Repair Budget - Decide on maximum annual repair and maintenance budget to serve as 

trigger for future actions. 

4. Letter of Understanding with Perrins 

a. Draft Letter of Understanding between the Town of Middlebury and the 

Perrins 

b. Review with legal, Selectboard and Perrins 

c. Finalize and Execute Letter of Understanding 

5. Access Drive Easements 

a. Introductory Meeting with SunWealth to discuss easement. 

b. Confirmation of Easement from South Ridge 

c. LOU’s with Sunwealth/South Ridge 

6. Finalize Agreement with Perrins 

7. Finalize Easements 

a. South Ridge 

b. SunWealth 

8. Requests for Proposals - Engineering 

a. Draft RFP 

i. Survey, Design, Permitting of Access Drive. 

ii. Survey, Preliminary Design, and cost estimate of future parking and turn-

around on Creek Road.  

b. RFP approved for distribution. 

c.  Receive Engineering Proposals 

9. Design Phase 

a. Infrastructure and Selectboard approval of proposal 

b. Survey, Wetland Delineation, Design, and permitting for Drive  

c. Independent Cost Estimate for Drive 

d. Survey, Wetland Delineation, preliminary Design and cost estimate for Cul-

de-sac and parking. 

10. Submit Permit Applications 

 

Timing of Future Steps subject to Road Conditions 

 
 


